Sweet Nightingale 14
Newsletter Of The Howth Singing Circle, September, 2006

Where Have All The Flowers Gone – March 

Peace truly broke out as Eugene McEldowney and Tom Crean led us in a night of ‘Songs Of Peace & War’. Eithne McCluskey sang the title song; Luke Cheevers, ‘Mrs Mousey’s Ball’; Jerry O’Reilly waltzed Mathilda; Victor Byrne trod the ‘Hills Of County Armagh’; Andy Burke wrote back to his mother from Amerikay – although we’re not too sure did she get the letter; Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh sympathised with ‘Mrs McGrath’; George Henderson rendered the classic ‘Recruited Collier’; Tom Crean danced at Whitsun; and Nan and Jack had a dream. Eugene & Tom led ‘The White Cockade’ while Francy Devine sang about the London Underground Station, ‘Bonnie Wood Green’ – very odd choice of song for the night, Francy! He made amends with the emotive Spanish Civil War song, ‘Jamie Foyers’. This was a great night with two incomparable Fir an Tí.

With Me Little Pick & Shovel I’ll Be There - April

There have been few nights where the theme was adhered to so closely, evidence, were it needed, of the depth of the mining song tradition – sorry, no pun intended. Frank Nugent with ‘Banks o’ The Dee’ and Robert Kelly, ‘Working Man’ drew from the old and the contemporary to kick off the night. Ann Parsons reflected mineral mining and lung disease with ‘He Fades Away’ while Colin Batto, a guest from Lancashire, sang of disaster, ‘Trimdon Grange’. Luke Cheevers gustily wished ‘Long Life To The Miners’ while Alison O’Donnell warned all recalcitrant workers with the ‘Blackleg Miner’. Niamh Parsons sang ‘Blue Murder’ and ‘Bonnie Woodhall’ while Graham Dunne played a tune he got from ‘page thirty five and a half in the classifieds!’ Siobhán Moore gave MacColl’s ‘Schoolday’s Over’; Mary Holderby ‘Number Nine Coal’; Declan Fay, ‘Ludlow Massacre’; while George Henderson sang of the mighty ‘Cushie Butterfield’. Eric Fleming, a welcome guest, sang ‘Johnston’ and ‘Daddy Don’t Go To The Mine Today’. Andy Burke introduced a number of singers from St Patrick’s College Singing Circle as the evening gathered great pace and intensity. There was singer after singer pitching below ground. A great feature of the night was Francy Devine leading the throng in the ‘take the rafters off’ singing of the chorus classics ‘Miner’s Lifeguard’ and ‘With Me Little Pick & Shovel’, the words contained in a great Song Sheet of information, images and songs. And the rafters near did come off. So, to Francy and Victor Byrne, thank you for one of the great nights of passion, excitement, chaotic crowds. Mention must be made of James O’Rourke’s final tribute to Gene Pitney, ‘Twenty Four Hours From Tulsa’. Yeah, Tulsa is oil not coal but, sure, don’t you just love The Singing Barman! None finer!

Open Night – May 

Whenever I hear a good singer I mention the Howth Singing Circle to them in the hope that they’ll come and sing for us. In the case of people from other countries they usually say ‘have to work next day…8 to 8…’ or they have children to look after… or ‘it’s too late, we have to go to bed early’ and so they don’t come. For some reason May was different. I got five affirmatives so we filled the car with our guests and I found myself on the bus. Dave started the night without me.  

The house was almost full when I arrived and I thought I wasn’t going to get in! I had a ball of a night. All of our regulars sang wonderfully and ‘thank you’ to you all. Thomas Westen sang a mining song in his native German, which he hadn’t managed to sing in April.  Francie sang before I arrived, ‘Banks of Claudy’, one of my favourites. Dave tells me that as usual ‘Devine was divine’.  Divine also was Ann Riordan’s reading of ‘Thomas McDonagh’ by Francis Ledwidge.   It was Ann’s debut performance and I hope this will be the first of many. Unfortunately I missed Siobhán’s song also.  Her friend Damien Dempsey sang two songs for us.  We have become familiar with his song ‘Choctaw Nation’ through the singing of Siobhán and it was a pleasure to hear it from the ‘horse’s mouth’, if you’ll pardon the expression.

John Moloney, a Canadian, read his poem about events and people connected to the Liffey.   He has been living on his yacht moored in the marina near Ringsend. Gaelle from Lorient sang a BAL, the middle part of a Gavotte, which transported me instantly to sunny summer evenings in Brittany at some Fest Noz, with the smell of barbequed food, French fries and crêpes on the air. Peter from Slovakia, Magda (who was quite excited about singing in Howth but then nearly fell asleep) and Blessie from the Phillipines (who was too shy to sing in Filipino but who has said she will next time) all sang beautifully. Marco from the Nederlands was so enthusiastic that he cycled from work to the Pier House and then had to cycle all the way home afterwards. His song was a children’s song about a boy whose father was a sailor and never at home and he was also neglected by his mother but the father eventually came back and took him to sea and so changed his life. Marco loved the HSC and texted me at 2am to tell me so. We all had a great surprise when Alma from Puerto Rico sang an emigrant’s lament for his homeland.   She has a wonderful voice and I hope she will grace us with her presence in the future. Mary Holderby from Virginia, USA, sang a great song about babysitting. It seems that in Virginia, mammies and daddies went dancing and left the older children to mind the baby in the next room.  The unhappy children would sing a lullaby to the rhythm of the dance tunes.   They were also inclined to dip their fingers into the moonshine and then into the baby’s mouth to pacify the baby and if that didn’t work they had a nasty trick which involved fingers and eyes!

Although we decided to have an Open Night rather than mention a theme, on the Song Sheet we remembered the 90th anniversary of the Easter Rising in 1916 with some songs from that time and also Bealtaine with May songs.   To demonstrate the tradition of collecting with a May Bush, a blackthorn bush was ‘felled’ by Dave, on the banks of the Tolka near Ashtown, on the evening before. It was decorated in the car-park outside the Pier House and Siobhan carried it around, with the collection box, shouting ‘penny for the May Bush’.  I didn’t see many pennies going in though!

Vera Rickard

Age & Youth – June 

June’s Howth Singing Circle was produced for us by Janet McCormack and daughter Ruth. After a late start (Janet was held up printing off the song sheets) we had a lovely night of varied songs. Janet says she had some difficulty finding songs relevant to the theme Youth and Age but there were many on the sheet. Victor Byrne started the night for us with some whistle playing, accompanied by Alison O’Donnell on the Bodhrán and then gave us the first song of the night in his inimitable style.  Janet’s family were out in force to support herself and Ruth.  Janet’s father, Brian, sang a song for us that I think everyone who went to school in Ireland in the 50’s and 60’s would be familiar with, ‘The Minstrel Boy’. Her mother, Margaret, sang ‘Two Little Girls In Blue’ (a song I remember singing with my own mother) and ‘the brother’ Ian sang ‘The Unicorn’.   

We had songs from regulars Cian Ó Súilleabháin (who was ‘representing’ his dad, Séamus who is in hospital after being knocked off his bicycle), Doreen Gallagher and Joan Harmon (looking great and singing beautifully as usually, delighted to see her back), the two Gerry (Jerry) O’Reilly’s, Michael Dunne, Niamh Parsons and Margaret Conroy.  A man we haven’t seen for quite some time, Máirtín Dempsey played and sang for us and Eugene McEldowney, back from his sojourn in the sun, sang ‘Love Is Teasing’.  Siobhán Moore sang ‘At Seventeen’ with, and for, Nigel O’Mahony.  I sang a song written by Mick McCarthy ‘John O’Halloran’ about a man, now in his 80’s, who had to go to work in England in the dreary 1950’s. 

We haven’t seen Micháel Quinn and Benery for a while, but they both sang for us on the night.  Benery’s been busy teaching Yoga on Thursdays.  Barbara (Moore) sang her party piece ‘Scarborough Fair’. Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, unusually late, dressed to kill, was in great form and Alma, who sang at our May session, was back to sing in her native tongue again. Úna amused us with her bi-lingual poem and of course Declan Foy – who always manages to sing on the theme!  There were lots of other songs and singers too numerous to mention. To finish the night Janet led us in some light-hearted songs and then Diarmuid led us in ‘The Parting Glass’.
Vera Rickard

Contemporary Night – July

Cast from the Pier House, Siobhán and Colly Moore led a lovely night in the Sea Angling Club on a night of contemporary songs, many gratefully drawn from a most interesting Song Sheet. George Henderson sang of ‘Moving Statues’; Mick Dunne crewed for ‘Saint Brendan’s Voyage’; Eugene McEldowney took the road to ‘Mendocino’; Alison O’Donnell sang her own ‘Armistice Day’; Norah Hickey thought ‘Wouldn’t It Be Lovely?’; and Dave Moran brought many tears to many eyes with ‘Ding Ding Dong’. Victor Byrne went ‘Past The Point Of Rescue’; Gerry Burke cautioned that ‘Love Is Only Lent’; and Diarmuid Breatnach bewailed ‘800 Years Of Crime’. Vera Rickard sang of the ‘Feet Of A Dancer’; Larry O’Toole was ‘Missing You’; Jimmy Corrigan paid homage to the ‘Dubliners’; and Úna Wallace told a tall tale of the ‘The Wife & The Garda’. Colly and Siobhán sang some Damien Dempsey and, with Victor and Sonja, some great tunes. Gabriel Robertz started and ended proceedings with Sinéad Lohan, ‘You’re My Love’, and Bono; Janet McCormack sang Paddy Casey ‘Self Serving Society’ and Johnny Nolan his own composition, ‘A Town Called Castlepollard’. Ruth McCormack should take up catering professionally if her sandwiches are any indication and they, with the long, watery evening views over Baldoyle Bay made for a great end of season session. Fergus Russell led us in ‘The Bonnie Light Horseman’ as the Howth Singing Circle galloped into its summer break.

Belfast Folk Reunion

It was with a great deal of anticipation and not a little trepidation that Maura and I made our way from Howth to Belfast on the afternoon of Friday, 2 June. The occasion was a reunion of those pioneers of the folk music revival in the city way back in the 1960s who were coming together from the United States, Australia, Europe and the UK. At that time I was a student at Queen’s University and was immersed in the folk scene. I had also been a member of a moderately successful band – the Winnowers – who made a number of radio and television appearances and once provided the support act to the Dubliners at the Whitla Hall.

My main concern was that I hadn’t seen most of my fellow band members for nearly forty years! Would I recognise them? Would our musical styles have changed? We were scheduled to take part in a reunion concert at the Waterfront Hall on Saturday night. Five hundred tickets had already been sold. Would it all turn into an unmitigated disaster that would haunt us for the rest of our lives?

The reunion had been the brainchild of Fergus Woods and Brendan Fulton who together set up the highly successful website www.belfastfolk.co.uk which is well worth a visit for anyone interested in traditional music and song. Fergus and Brendan had made a trip to the Howth Singing Circle in June 2005 where they were given a very warm welcome and spent the following evening at the Góilín singing club in Dublin returning to Belfast well sated well sated with song.

Fergus had arranged a meeting of the formers Winnowers in Marcus’s music shop in Royal Avenue for 3pm. As I climbed the stairs to the rehearsal room, I could hear the lively sound of ‘The Mason’s Apron’ echoing from Tom Hickland’s fiddle. The other members of the band were already in situ – Ray Maguire who played flute and whistle and had flown in from Detroit, Brian Fagan who was now resident in England and played keyboards, Fergus who sang and played guitar and bodhrán. I was amazed. Despite the passage of time, I was instantly able to recognise them all. After an emotional reunion, we got down to rehearse for our 25 minute set. My initial fears quickly disappeared. I was in the company of consummate musicians. Even though we hadn’t played together for almost four decades we very quickly settled into a routine and any rough edges that existed where rapidly smoothed out.

That evening we had a welcoming session in Pat’s Bar, which had been the home of the Belfast folk music revival in the 1960s. It was packed with old friends – John Moulden, Leslie Bingham, Gerry McCartney, Collette McCrossan, Brian Moore, Seánie Lavery and Sam and Elaine Bracken all veterans of the 60’s hey-day. The old-fashioned bar was heaving with bodies and throbbing with music but the organisers had very sensibly provided everyone with name tags and before long we were deeply ensconced in conversation with people we hadn’t seen for years The air was loud with cries of ‘You haven’t changed a bit’. To cap it all, the weather was kind so that whenever the temperature inside the bar became too intense you could stroll outside and enjoy the cool breeze that was wafting in from Belfast Lough.

The following afternoon was devoted to a series of workshops in the Duke of York pub given by Maurice Leydon, John Moulden and Fergus Woods. Then it was time to go to the Waterfront Hall for another rehearsal with the sound engineers – a bunch of professionals who deserve medals for their technical skills. Here we met some more of our old friends from the 1960s – the golden-voiced songstress, Patsy Melarkey and her band, Colin Wilkinson, Dave Shannon and John Boomer of the famous Folk Union. The sound checks completed, it was time to grab a quick bite to eat, a change of clothes and back to the hall for the commencement of the concert. It was a wonderful sight – a venue filled with people who were young adults the last time I had seen them and were now enjoying themselves with their children and in some cases, their grandchildren. The concert itself was a tremendous success – three hours of nostalgia that could easily have run over for another hour at least.

What amazed most people was the range of talent on display and how well it had survived the passage of time. The one big regret was that three scheduled performers were unable to appear – David Hammond, the doyen of Belfast folk music and Den Warwick who were both ill and Gillian McPherson who was playing in concert in Paris. But it was a memorable experience which the participants will never forget. And the good news is that it has all been captured on film and a DVD of the entire event will soon be available. Something to hand on to the grandchildren! 

The reunion was tribute to the hardworking committee of volunteers who put in hours of unpaid work to get it off the ground and to the originators of www.belfastfolk.co.uk who dreamt the whole thing up. Talk about the northern work ethic! Already there are rumours of another reunion in three years time. And the organisers are promising free zimmer frames for all who turn up!

Eugene McEldowney

The Highland Quaich 

Jim Friel and his daughter Susie and Willie Gibson concluded the Burns Nicht by presenting a Highland Quaich to the Club which we have had suitably inscribed. Many wanted to know what a ‘Quaich’ was, so here is the explanation. The Highland Quaich, the Cup Of Friendship, is derived from the word ‘cuach’ meaning ‘shallow cup’. The quaich, a shallow bowl with two handles or ‘lugs’ was originally made from staved wood, horn or leather, seventeenth century refinements introducing pewter or silver. The ‘cup of welcome’ was offered to guests for a welcoming or parting drink.  
Howth Singing Circle Income & Expenditure Accounts

 September, 2005-July,2006

___________________________________________________________________________________

Income                                                                                     Expenditure

___________________________________________________________________________________

Opening Balance                                          1,509.31           

Open Night – September                                108.12            CDs, Prizes                              231.02

Côr Meibion Onllwyn – September              142.79             Presentations                          106.00

Under The Southern Cross – October          114.50             Plates                                         18.84

Exploration & Adventure – November           94.50            Food                                         456.74

With Thankful Hearts – December               190.85            Wreath – Charlie Costello        30.00

Songs Of Decies - January                                81.88            Courier                                         8.03

Burns Nicht - January                                    382.90             Printing                                      86.00

Open Night – February                                  119.74             Engraving                                  65.00

March – Let Us Pause In Life’s Pleasures      96.78             Raffle Tickets                              1.75

March – Where Have All The Flowers           90.00             Postage                                         2.40             

April – With Me Little Pick & Shovel           126.53            Donation – Howth Pipe Band 100.00

           May – Open Night                                           108.54

June – Age & Youth                                        112.44

           July – Contemporary Songs                           133.59

                          Donation – Nicky’s Plaice                               100,00

Interest 2005                                                        1.40

___________________________________________________________________________________

Total Income                                                 3,513.87             Total Expenditure                 1,105.78

___________________________________________________________________________________

Less Total Expenditure                                1,105.78

___________________________________________________________________________________

Balance                                                          2,408.09

___________________________________________________________________________________

The above accounts for the Howth Singing Circle are published, as they are every year, to let you know what happens to the money after you put it into the box at every session. The money is lodged in a PO Account.

Howth Singers 10 – Janet McCormack

Note that previous featured Howth Singers have been 1 – Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh; 2 – Victor Byrne; 3 – Nan & Jack Barron; 4 – John & Eileen Griffiths; 5 – Séamus agus Cian Ó Súilleabháin; 6 – Siobhán Moore; 7 – Anne & Jerry O’Reilly; 8 –Dave & Vera Rickard; and 9 – Joan Harman. If you would like to feature in this spot just let us know and we’ll include your profile with pleasure.

Uncle Luke’s Tablets

While galavanting  in North Yorkshire and Northumbria in June, Ann Riordan found an old-fashioned sweet shop in the hideaway, cobbled shambles of Whitby. You know the sort of place – glass jars of mint humbugs, bulls’ eyes, Pontefract and tea-cakes, coltsfoot candy, gob-stoppers and chocolate of every shape, contortion, flavour and colour, even the now politically correct sweet cigarettes! She nearly bought some of the cigarettes for Thomas, Elke and the Parsons Girls, but sure what would be they point – they’d have to eat them outside! Anyway, among the huge range of stock, hundreds of novelty items and any amount of things that prompted, ‘Janey, I haven’t seen them since I was six!’, she spotted a jar of special lozenges and thought immediately of one of Howth Singing Circle’s most loved singers.

Luke Cheevers’s distinct, gravely voice has been an enduring feature of the Dublin and wider singing scenes for thirty years or more. Now we know how he keeps his voice in such fine, unblemished fettle. He gets a secret supply of Ann’s discovery in the Whitby sweet shop – Uncle Luke’s Tablets! Flavours include aniseed, clove, cassia and peppermint oil with a dash of liquorice extract, whilst the ingredients include sugar, glucose syrup, tartaric acid and few lively ‘E Numbers’. We think it’s the syrup that does it.

Uncle Luke was presented with a bag of his hidden delights at An Góilín Singers’ Club in June by Francy Devine, much to his and the audience’s delight. Paddy Daly had fondly adulterated the label in the manner in which it should appear and we reproduce that here for your edification. Luke can be back to his best now and never again need worry about the ould sore throat or laryngitis. He just needs to reach for the Tablets. They do exactly what they say on the label!

Beann Éadair Beo!

For the first – but certainly not the last – time, the Howth Singing Circle participated in the Beann Éadair Beo! Howth Is Magic! Festival in July. Our first session was both inside – and when the crowds got too big – outside Nicky’s Plaice on the West Pier. It was a session of sea shanties and maritime music and was driven along by Colly Moore, fiddle; Victor Byrne, guitar and whistles; Siobhán Moore, guitar; Diarmuid Breatnach, dole; and Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, harmonica. All these musicians sang as well, joined by Jerry O’Reilly – resplendent in Hill 16 Summer Plumage!; Bernie Dermody, down from the Laois Singing Circle; and Dave and Vera Rickard. The Song Sheets meant that the crowd, always a good few deep, both stayed and sang gustily along. Martin McLoughlin showed that he cures a song as well as a kipper, when he led a near final chorus of ‘Molly Malone’. The whole thing – sitting around on fish boxes, the Lifeboat chugging by, a busy, working pier, the brilliant weather, the crowds and, most of all, the lovely music and songs – was wonderful and was being talked about widely around the town for the rest of the weekend and well beyond. Our thanks to Nicky’s Plaice for all their work and encouragement.

Then down to the Howth Sea Angling Club for a joint session with An Góilín Singers’ Club hosted by Siobhán Moore and Jerry O’Reilly. Songs and music came thick and fast between2.30 and 6 as a memorable session unfolded. A highlight was piper Leo Rickard paying an emotional tribute to Miceál Ó Domhnaill by rendering an exquisite version of ‘An Buachail Coill Dubh’. Others music was provided by Graham Dunne [watched by a rightly proud Mammy], guitar; Kevin Rickard, concertina; Andrew Clarke and Seán Óg McKenna, banjo. There were so many singers it is impossible to list them but some that stood out were Fergus Russell, ‘On Yonder Hill There Is A Hare’; Bernie Dermody, ‘The Contender’; Dave Rickard, ‘The Mauritania’; Mick Dunne, ‘Heavin’ An’ Haulin’ An’ Shakin’ Thye Nets’; Kevin O’Brien, ‘The Handsome Cabin Boy’; Nan Barron, ‘Wait Till The Clouds Roll By, Jenny’; Andy Dunne, ‘To My Son In Amerikay’; Alan, ‘Doodle Let Me Go’; and Lorcan Mac Mathúna.

Our sincere thanks go to the Howth Sea Angling Club for their considered service and hosting; to Ann Riordan and Bernie Dermody for providing wonderful food; to Nicky’s Plaice for providing two sides of salmon; to Cian, Nan and Mrs Dunne for fiddling the draw so wonderfully – the prize winners were everyone’s favourites!; and, of course, to Siobhán and Jerry for being a great Bean agus Fear an Tí, three and a half hours is a long ould stretch to be working while we are all enjoying ourselves. And, most of all, to all those who came along to both events, sang, played or just supported by listening and encouraging.

What a great day! Beann Éadair Beo!

Previous Events

A number of people have asked that we list all events run by the Howth Singing Circle. So, here they are. In the early days, September-November, 2001, things were very informal and we had a hard battle with the rest of the bar to make ourselves heard. In December we produced a Song Sheet and food and things took off fast. Not included here are the two trips to Nenagh in June 2005 and June 2006. We have run nights with the Onllwyn Miners’ Choir; two nights in the Séamus Ennis Centre; the annual, much-acclaimed Burns Night; and, this year, two events for the Howth Is Magic Festival. We ran 5 events in 2001; 12, 2002; 16, 2003; 14, 2004; 13, 2005; and 11 so far in 2006- that’s an amazing 71 events! Fifty-one people have acted as Fear or Bean an Tí – seventeen of them women, again a great comment on the openness of the Singing Circle. All this is done with the minimum of organisation and with no Committee or formal structure, testimony to the harmony of purpose and commitment to enjoyment among all concerned.

2001

June Dave Moran & Siobhán Moore, ‘Bull Moore Tribute Night’, Red Herring

6 September ‘Open Session’

11 October ‘Open Session’

1 November ‘Open Session’

6 December ‘Christmas Session’ with first Song Sheet and food!

2002

7 February Francy Devine, ‘Burns Nicht’

28 February Eugene McEldowney, ‘Bull Moore Tribute’

28 February-3 March The Bull’s Roar Festival

4 April Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, ‘April Fools’

2 May Andrew Clarke, ‘Tribute To Liam Weldon’

6 June Desmond Anthony Martin King, ‘Open Night with Special Guest Jimmy Smyth’

4 July Janet McCormack, ‘Open Night’

5 September Victor Byrne, ‘Napoleon Bonaparte’

3 October Colly Moore & Eric Fleming, ‘Singing The Fishing’

7 November Dave & Vera Rickard, ‘Spoookey Scary Songs For Halloween’

21 November Francy Devine & Eugene McEldowney with Special Guest, Al O’Donnell

12 December Tom Crean & Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, ‘Christmas Special’

2003

9 January Siobhán Moore, ‘Songs Of The Heart’ with Special Guest, Niam Parsons

23 January Francy Devine & Frank Spiers, ‘Burns Nicht 2003’

6 February Pat Lynch, ‘Humorous Songs’

6 March Eugene McEldowney, ‘Johnnie, I Hardly Knew Ye’

13 March Francis Devine & Emyr Lewis, ‘We’ll Keep A Welcome’, night with Onllwyn Miners’ 

    Choir

3 April Janet McCormack & Paddy Mackey, ‘Bringing It All Back Home’

1 May Andrew Clarke & Francy Devine. ‘Roses & Bread – Labour Songs’

29 May ‘Mind The Dresser’, special night of music and dance

5 June Victor Byrne & Jimmy Kelly, ‘Son Of Róisín – Tribute To Luke Kelly’

14 June Siobhán & Colly Moore, ‘Songs & Music’, Séamus Ennis Centre, Naul

3 July Máirtín Dempsey, ‘Songs Of Our Fathers & Mothers’

4 September Janet McCormack & Siobhán Moore, ‘Open Night – Sing What You Like’

2 October Sonja Kzrzyanowska & Gabriel Roberts, ‘Blue Grass & Country Blue’

23 October Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, ‘The Men From God Knows Where – A Musical Tribute To 

    Robert Emmet & Thomas Russell’

6 November Anne Buckley & Rhiannon Clarke, ‘Murderous Ditties & Dastardly Lays’

4 December Tom Crean & Ann Riordan, ‘O The Holly She Bears A Berry’

2004

8 January Colly Moore & Mick Dowling, ‘January Man’

22 January Victor Byrne & Pat Lynch, ‘Burns Night’

5 February Nan & Jack Barron, ‘Sunshine On Our Shoulders – Songs To Make Us Happy’

4 March Dave & Vera Rickard, ‘Songs Of Ulster’

1 April Jerry O’Reilly & Jim McFarland, ‘Our Ship She Is Ready’

6 May Joyce Redmond & Francy Devine, ‘The First Time Ever We Heard Their Voice – Tribute to 

    Ewan Mac Coll & Kirsty MacColl’

15 May Paddy Branigan & Séamus Ó Súilleabháin, ‘To Hear The Sweet Nightingale’, Séamus Ennis 

    Centre, Naul

3 June Doreen Gallagher & Joan Harman, ‘Songs Of Childhood’

24 June Sonja Kzrzyanowska & Siobhán Moore, ‘Midsummer Madness’

1 July Paddy Daly & Alison O’Donnell, ‘Life’s Journey From Birth To Death’

2 September Tom Crean & Eugene McEldowney, ‘The Jolly Ploughboy – Songs Of Ther 

    Countryside’

7 October Frank Devlin & Jimmy Smyth, ‘We Watched Them On September Fields – Sporting 

    Songs’

4 November Andrew Clarke & Siobhán Moore, ‘Multicultural Songs’

2 December Janet McCormack & Séamus Ó Súilleabháin, Christmas Special’

2005

6 January Siobhán Moore & Niamh Parsons, ‘Songs Of Love & Gain’

20 January Victor Byrne & Francy Devine, ‘For ’A That – Burns’ Nicht’

4 February Nan & Jack Barron, ‘Sunshine On Our Shoulders – Songs To Make Us Happy’

3 March Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh & Dave O’Connor, ‘Songs Of North Dublin’

7 April Siobhán Moore & Victor Byrne, ‘April Fools’

5 May Antoinette Daly & Charlie Costello, ‘Atin’, Drinkin’ An’ Other Divarshuns’

2 June Anne Parsons & Declan Fay, ‘Whassername & Whassisface’

7 July Victor Byrne & Vera Rickard, ‘Folk Songs Of England’

1 September Danny Driver & Johnny Nolan, ‘Open Night – Sing Whatever You Like’

15 September Tom Thomas & Francy Devine, ‘Keeping A Welcome’, songs with Onllwyn Miners’ 

    Choir

6 October Ken Kenny & Jerry O’Reilly, ‘Under The Southern Cross – Songs From Australia’

3 November Frank Nugent & Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, ‘Songs Of Exploration & Adventure’

8 December, Tom Crean & Ann Riordan, ‘With Thankful Hearts & Joyous Minds, Christmas Songs’
2006

5 January Liam Ó Droma & Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, ‘Amrháin na nDéise agus an Máguaird: Songs 

    Of The Decies & Surrounding Counties’

19 January Andrew Clarke & Francy Devine, ‘Ae Fond Kiss – Burns’ Nicht 2006’

2 February Siobhán Moore & Victor Byrne, ‘Open Night’

2 March Saundra Stephen & Nigel O’Mahoney, ‘Let Us Pause In Life’s Pleasures … Songs Of 

    America’

16 March Tom Crean & Eugene McEldowney, ‘Where Have All The Flowers Gone? Songs Of Peace 

    & Protest’

6 April Victor Byrne & Francy Devine, ‘With Me Little Pick & Shovel – I’ll Be There, Mining 

    Songs’

4 May Dave & Vera Rickard, ‘Open Night With A Little Multiculturalism’

1 June Janet & Ruth McCormack, ‘Youth & Age’

6 July Siobhán & Colly Moore, ‘Contemporary Songs’

15 July Francy Devine, ‘’ at Nicky’s Plaice as part of Beann Éadair Beo

15 July Siobhán Moore & Jerry O’Reilly, ‘XXX’ as part of Beann É
Thanks

This issue of The Sweet Nightingale would not be possible without the contributions of Francis Devine, Jim Friel, Willie Gibson, George Henderson, Eugene McEldowmey, Diarmuid Ó Cathasaigh, Vera Rickard, Ann Riordan and, most important of all, the design imagination, lay out skills and wonderful commitment of Paddy Daly.

Programme – September-January

September

Free & Easy

Tom Crean & Barry Gleeson

October

Parodies & Satirical Songs

Mick Dunne & Niamh Parsons

November

From My Son In Amerikay …

Andy Burke & A.N. Other

December
The First Tree That’s In The Green Wood … It Was The Holly

Ann Riordan & Tom Crean

January

xxx

January
Should Auld Acquaintance  -

Burns Nicht 2007

Francy Devine, Doreen Gallagher & Wllie Gibson 
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